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Agenda

Intro & Icebreaker

2025 Code Cycle HERS Updates – David Choo

The History of HERS – Cassie Sonne

The Future of HERS – Moderated Panel

Where Do We Go from Here?

Closing Remarks



Introduction
Mindy Craig, BluePoint Planning



• Please be sure your full name is 

displayed

• Please mute upon joining

• Use Chat box to share questions or 

comments

• Under Reactions select Raise Hand 

to share a question or comment 
verbally

• The session may be recorded and 

posted to 3C-REN's on-demand 

page. Feel free to ask questions via 
the chat and keep video off if you 

want to remain anonymous in the 

recording.

Online Tools For Engagement

Mute ChatStop/Start Video Reactions



California 2025 Field Verification & 
Diagnostic Testing Rulemaking 
Update – 45 Day Language

David Chuu, CalCERTS
David, a licensed mechanical contractor, has worked as a CalCERTS Rater since 2011 and joined the Quality Assurance team in 2016. He has personally 
conducted thousands of HERS verifications in the field and has worked directly with many contractors as both a Rater and QA Reviewer. David has a unique 
perspective of how the energy code and the real world intersect.



The History of HERS from 
1992-2024

Cassie Sonne – Frontier Energy
Cassie Sonne is a consultant at Frontier Energy, where she leads codes and standards training and 
education efforts within the Inland Empire. With a Masters in Environmental Governance, she 
brings deep experience with the energy sector and assisting jurisdictions policy.



History of HERS

•HERS in California vs nation-wide

•Initial use: provide cost effectiveness 

calculations for Energy Efficient Mortgages

•Originally, a 1-100 scale (higher = better)

• Funded partly by the CEC, but not regulated by 

it

• AB 32, Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, 

increased the prominence of HERS



In 2008...

• HERS regulations were updated to cover “whole-

house home energy ratings of existing and new 

constructed homes”

• Meant to ensure consistent, uniform ratings based 

on one state-wide scale

• Could provide reliable recommendations on cost 

effective energy efficiency measures

• Uses CEC software – EnergyPro and CBECC



By 2011...

•HERS was promoted as a way to 

increase home value and help 

residents qualify for financial 

benefits

•0-250 scale, lower is better

•Reference home is 100



Why is HERS important?

• Independent, 3rd party regulated by the CEC

• Ensures compliance with the Energy Code

• Increases home’s resale value

• Helps qualify homes for energy efficient 

rebates, tax credits, etc.

• Better comfort for residents



What does HERS test?

• Any new construction home or ADU

• Any addition over 1000 square feet

• Any addition or alteration that involves adding or replacing:

• An A/C condenser

• An A/C coil

• An air handler (furnace) or

• 40 feet or more of duct

• Four metrics:

• Duct measures

• Heating and cooling equipment measures

• Mechanical ventilation measures

• Building envelope measures

Source: Energy Code Ace



How does HERS fit into the building permitting 
process?

•Ideally involved from the 

start

•Example: quality 

insulation installation

•Get to know your local 

HERS raters!



Forms and more forms

• CF1R (plan check) --> CF2R (field inspection) --> CF3R 

(what’s verified)

• CF1R Certificate of Compliance (and all subsequent CF2R 

and CF3R documents) must be “registered” with a HERS 

provider

• HERS online registry is a database that generates, tracks, and 

scores all documents for a registered project – CalCERTS, 

CHEERS

• Anyone involved in the process can track its development, 

including the building department



Even more forms!

Forms depend on:

• Building type

• Measure being inspected

• Come with a description



HERS Raters and Code Enforcement

• Varies slightly based on project type, but…

• Make sure all accepted CF1Rs are registered. Do not accept any 

unregistered forms.

• Make sure the forms are registered with the right jurisdiction.

• For all projects that could potentially have HERS tests, confirm any 

exemptions.

• Coordinate plan checking and field inspections.

• Before closing out the project, double check that all forms are 

complete and in the registry.



Tricks of the Trade: “The Rater is the Educator”

• HERS raters can often be the participant in the permitting 

process to bring people up to speed on the Energy Code

• Everyone on the building project has the same goal – to 

provide homeowners with the best home 

alteration/addition/new construction as possible

• Experience is the best teacher – encountering different 

situations builds up knowledge

• Get information straight from trusted sources such as CEC, 

Energy Code Ace, and 3C-REN



Panel Discussion
Moderated by Mindy Craig

David Choo
Director of Compliance

CalCERT

Rob Starr
Director of Technical Services

CHEERS

Javier Saucedo
Local HERS Rater
County of Ventura

Mike Little
Local HERS Rater

Central Coast



Where Do We Go From Here? 
Jordan Garbayo 



3C-REN: Tri-County 
Regional Energy Network

• Three counties working together to improve energy 

efficiency in the region

• Services for –

• Building Professionals

• Households

• Small to Medium Businesses

• Agriculture and Farmers

• Emergency Use Facilities

• Funded by ratepayer dollars that 3C-REN returns to the 

region 





• Serves all building professionals

• Three services –

• Energy Code Coach 

• Training and Forums

• Regional Forums

• Makes the Energy Code easy to follow

Event Registration:

3c-ren.org/events

Energy Code Coach:

3c-ren.org/codes



• Personalized LOCAL support for all building 

professionals Energy Code and CalGreen 

needs

• Online, over the phone, in-person support

• Customizable Training Opportunities

• Response within 24 Hours!

Energy Code Coach



• Energy Code 101

• Single Family, Multifamily, and Nonresidential

• ADU’s, Existing/Additions/Alterations

• CalGreen Building Standards

• HERS Rater Training

• Certified Energy Analyst (CEA)

Energy Code and CalGreen Building 
Standards Training



• Free Expert Guidance and Technical Support throughout 

the development, adoption, and implementation process

• Education and Outreach Support to the public and 

building professionals

• Workforce, Education, and Training for local contractors

Reach Code Support

Definition O’clock!!!

Reach codes are a method for 

jurisdictions to pass energy policy 

that “reaches”, or goes beyond, 

California state standards. They 

can include codes for building 

electrification, energy and water 

efficiency, solar panel installation, 

energy audits and benchmarking.

Reach codes can be sited as an 

overlay to the Title 24 Energy 

Code or as a municipal code 

(e.g., Health & Safety, Fire Code, 

Building Code).



Closing Remarks



Thank you!

For more info: 

3c-ren.org

For questions:
info@3c-ren.org



5/15/2024

1



5/15/2024

2

•
•

•

•
•



5/15/2024

3

•

•
•

•

•



5/15/2024

4



5/15/2024

5

•
•



5/15/2024

6

•

•

•

•

•

•



5/15/2024

7



5/15/2024

8

•

•

•

•



5/15/2024

9

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•



5/15/2024

10

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



5/15/2024

11

•

•

•

•

•



5/15/2024

12

23


	Slide 1: The Past, Present, and Future of HERS Raters
	Slide 2: Agenda
	Slide 3: Introduction Mindy Craig, BluePoint Planning
	Slide 4: Online Tools For Engagement
	Slide 5: California 2025 Field Verification & Diagnostic Testing Rulemaking Update – 45 Day Language  David Chuu, CalCERTS
	Slide 6: The History of HERS from 1992-2024  Cassie Sonne – Frontier Energy
	Slide 7: History of HERS
	Slide 8: In 2008...
	Slide 9: By 2011...
	Slide 10: Why is HERS important?
	Slide 11: What does HERS test?
	Slide 12: How does HERS fit into the building permitting process?
	Slide 13: Forms and more forms
	Slide 14: Even more forms!
	Slide 15: HERS Raters and Code Enforcement
	Slide 16: Tricks of the Trade: “The Rater is the Educator”
	Slide 17: Panel Discussion Moderated by Mindy Craig
	Slide 18: Where Do We Go From Here?  Jordan Garbayo 
	Slide 19: 3C-REN: Tri-County  Regional Energy Network
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Energy Code Coach
	Slide 23: Energy Code and CalGreen Building Standards Training
	Slide 24: Reach Code Support
	Slide 25: Closing Remarks
	Slide 26

